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It was just I wanted – and it contained exactly what I expected. “What was 
it?”, I hear you ask! I wanted an illustration to use at the Good Friday Craft 
Afternoon for my short talk. I’d decided to buy something connected 
with Easter. It’s a book entitled ‘Easter Activity Book’ – A3 in size, ‘Happy 
Easter Crafts – handmade’ with 6 wax crayons and lots of stickers. And 
all for £1. What more could I want?
You’ve probably guessed where this is going… when I looked inside there are 
40 pages of rabbits, flowers, chicks, eggs, baskets and bonnets – but not a 
single mention of the reason we celebrate Easter in the first place! As I said 
– just what I wanted as it is to illustrate how Jesus plays little if any part in 
the celebrations of so many.
But look again… on page 38 there’s an Easter word search – and it is possible 
by looking closely to find the letters JESUS (although not in a straight line, 
they do connect!). Maybe there’s a Christian who sneaked it in – who knows. 
It illustrated my point perfectly – but goes one better. You see, the truth is 
that Jesus is there all the time and if you look carefully, among the rabbits, 
chicks and other things – you will find Him!
The ‘missing Jesus’ is key as to why Christians celebrate Easter. When the 
women arrived at the tomb in the early morning, this is what we read, ‘when 
they entered they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus’ (Luke 24 v 3). Had 
someone stolen it? No! Two men who it appears were angels stood beside 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has 
risen!”. But Jesus was not ‘missing’ for long as He appeared to His disciples 
very soon after. 
I do hope that Jesus won’t be missing from your celebration this year. 
Amidst everything else, He’s there, right at the very heart – and all those who 
look for Him will find Him. In finding Jesus there’s great joy –  and there’s no 
greater thing than knowing the risen Lord.
Happy Easter!
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 SUNDAY 25th FEBRUARY ......................... £245.20
 SUNDAY 4th MARCH .............................. £211.45
 SUNDAY 11th MARCH .............................. £328.00
 SUNDAY 18th MARCH .............................. £175.00 

church  
offerings In addition, the sum of £1290 is currently paid direct into the bank 

each month. If you would like to give in this way, please see Richard 
Weekley.

the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

Any time you attempt something for the first time, or 
something you’ve failed at before, or something you think is 
too big for you, you’ll experience both fear and faith. They go 
together. One will win out over the other, but they never go 
away. Because Israel had no idea what challenges awaited 
them or what life would be like in the Promised Land, God 
told them, ‘Be strong and of good courage… for the Lord your 
God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you 
or forsake you.’ And today that’s His promise to you too!
It’s fear of failure that stops us most of the time. Yet as you look 
back, you realise that most times failure doesn’t do permanent 
damage at all; you actually grow through it. Dr Joan Borysenko 
writes: ‘When I was admitted to Harvard, I was sure there had 
been a computer error and I’d be exposed as a fraud. A lawyer 
friend of mine stops short of terror every time she has to give 
a final argument before a jury. Even when you’re an expert, 
fear doesn’t necessarily go away. It’s accepting fear as part of 
the journey instead of running away from it, that helps you to 
conquer it.
To go anywhere, you must launch out from somewhere, or 
you’ll get nowhere. American essayist Hamilton Wright Mabie 
said, ‘The question for each man to settle is not what he 
would do if he had the means, time, influence, and educational 
advantages, but what he will do with the things he has.’ So, 
confront your fear, step out in faith and believe God for success.

experiencing fear and faith…

‘Be strong  
and of good  

courage’  
Deuteronomy 31:6 NKJV
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the road to Emmaus 
– one of the best short stories  
in the world…
The story of the two disciples walking the road between Jerusalem 
and Emmaus on the first Easter day is ‘one of the immortal short 
stories of the world’ (W. Barclay). Their encounter with the risen Christ 
is also a model for how we can meet him in our lives.  
(You can find the story in Luke 24: 13 -35)

HEARTS OPENED… The disciples displayed ‘downcast’ faces (v.17), as 
their hearts were preoccupied with grief. They felt let down by God, 
as well as bewildered by all they had heard. No doubt their emotions 
prevented them from recognising Jesus walking with them, even 
though their hearts burned within them. Despite our feelings, Jesus is 
still with us in situations of loss or desolation, as well as when we feel 
let down by God or other people.
MINDS OPENED… Although this pair knew the Scriptures, they didn’t 
understand what they said about the Christ. Therefore, Jesus opened 
their minds to make sense of the events they were experiencing. The 
Holy Spirit also brings God’s word alive for us, as He challenges our 
preconceptions about Jesus.
EYES OPENED… The couple only recognised Jesus when He broke 
the bread as they ate together. The turning point came when they 
invited Jesus into their home, and allowed Him to take charge. If we 
are to recognise Jesus’ presence with us, we need to open our lives to 
Him. What part does Holy Communion play in this?
Open eyes, minds and hearts will lead to open mouths. Having 
discovered Jesus, the disciples can’t keep the news to themselves. 
The Christian message is never truly ours until we have opened our 
mouths and shared it with others!

At the recent Church Meeting, possible alterations and extensions 
to the hall were discussed. 
The	drawings	are	now	on	display.	Please	 take	 the	 time	 to	have	a	
careful	look	and	if	you	have	any	comments	or	suggestions,	please	
would	you	pass	them	in	writing	to	either	Andrew	Porter	or	Richard	
Weekley	before	the	end	of	April.	Thank	you.

alterations to the hall
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weekday diary dates
april 2018

 MON 2nd   2.00pm Walk and tea / cakes at the home of David & Madge 

 TUES  3rd 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 

     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 

 WEDS  4th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 

 SAT  7th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  10th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 

     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 

 WEDS  11th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 

 THURS  12th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Rev. Phil Hearson

 SAT  14th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  17th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 

     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 

     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse 

 WEDS  18th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 

     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 

 THURS  19th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 

     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 

 FRI  20th   6.15pm Circuit Preachers Meeting 

 SAT  21st 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  24th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 

     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 

 WEDS  25th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 

     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 

 THURS  26th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Jo and Keith Green 

     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 

     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 

 SAT  28th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

     
4
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april 2018
sundays at high street

 
 

 SUNDAY    1st 9.00am Easter Day Communion

     9.45am Breakfast for all

   10.30am Easter Praise Informal Service

 SUNDAY 8th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   4.00pm 2nd Sunday!

 SUNDAY 15th 10.45am Mr. Richard Keech

 SUNDAY 22nd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 

     6.00pm Service at Wymington

 SUNDAY 29th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     6.00pm Prayer & Fellowship
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1.	 The LORD is	my	light and	my	salvation	-	whom	shall	I	fear?	
	 	 The LORD is	the	stronghold of	my	life	- of	whom	 
	 	 	 shall	I	be	afraid?
2. When	the	wicked	advance	against	me to	devour	me, 
	 	 it	is	my	enemies	and	my	foes	who	will	stumble	and	fall.
3.	 Though	an	army	besiege	me, my	heart	will	not	fear; 
	 	 though	war	break	out	against	me,	even	then	I	will	 
	 	 	 be	confident.
4. One	thing I	ask	from	the LORD,	this	only	do	I	seek: 
	 	 that	I	may	dwell	in	the	house	of	the LORD	all	the	days	 
	 	 	 of	my	life,	to	gaze	on	the	beauty	of	the LORD and	to	 
	 	 seek	him	in	his	temple.
5. 	For	in	the	day	of	trouble	he	will	keep	me	safe in	his	dwelling; 
	 	 he	will	hide	me in	the	shelter	of	his	sacred	tent 
	     		 and	set	me	high	upon	a	rock.

a psalm  
for the  
month  
– PSALM 27

verses 1 – 5

Almighty God,
Lord of life, we thank you for the life and death of Jesus. Most of 
all we thank You for His resurrection which changed the world and 
made it possible for us to know You as our loving, gracious Father.
Lord, when we feel locked in, imprisoned by fears and circumstances, 
help us to remember that locked doors mean nothing to You. You can 
set us free. You can help us. You give strength for today and tomorrow. 
You give us new life as Your children, through faith in Jesus.
May we open our hearts to Your help today; to receive from You the 
peace and power that we need – and then to share it.
In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.

Why is the passion flower known as the passion flower?  This 
beautiful climbing plant that grows in many of our gardens is 
not native to the UK but comes from South America. It was first 
discovered by Spanish missionaries working there, centuries ago. 
Drawings were sent back to Europe, and in 1609 an Italian priest 
interpreted the flower to represent the crucifixion, otherwise 
known as the Passion.
He decided that the five petals and five sepals could represent the ten 
disciples who remained steadfast (Judas betrayed Jesus and Peter 
denied Him). The corona could be seen as Jesus’ crown of thorns.  
The stigma could be seen as the cross or nails, and the five stamens 
could be seen as the number of wounds Jesus received.

how the  
passion  

flower got  
it’s name

prayer for 
faith and 
freedom
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, giving 
us all the chance to wish one another all the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

dates for your diary - may 2018
 TUESDAY 15th Officers and Trustees Meeting (7.00pm)
 SUNDAY 20th Council of Churches Pentecost Service  
   at St. Mary’s, Rushden 

flowers   
this month

Thank you to the following who have kindly agreed to supply flowers 
for the church, and as always to Madge and Jill who arrange the rota.

 1st MARGARET RANDALL   
  (Wedding Anniversary)

 8th JILL WALLER (for Tony)

 15th Vacant

 22nd ANN LAWMAN  
  (Wedding Anniversary)

 29th ANNE HEARSON

 2nd - ANDREW PORTER

What would Jesus do?
While waiting to pay in a Christian bookshop, a man in front of me 
asked the clerk about a display of hats with the letters WWJD on 
them. The clerk explained that WWJD stands for “What	would	
Jesus	do?” and that the idea is to get people to consider this 
question when making decisions. The man pondered a moment, 
then said, “I don’t think He’d pay £9.99 for that hat.”

What now?
Today, I was in the bathroom at a popular coffee chain. Someone 
had written “What	Would	Jesus	Do?” on the wall.  Another person 
had added, directly underneath: “Wash	His	hands”! 
Then a third person wrote, “And your feet…”

Scared
Some people are scared of church like they are scared of 
helicopters – they are frightened of being sucked into the rotas…

to make  
you smile
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

This month we have a ‘Missing Vowels’ puzzle. The following are all 
street / road names in Rushden – can you work them out? The vowels 
have been removed and the letters may not be spaced correctly. Hand 
your answers in by 28th April and you may win a small prize.

 1.  TNT GLCLS
 2.  KPT SWY
 3.   M RRD
 4.  WST RCLS
 5.  CRNGS TRT
 6.  CR CSWY
 7.  BCN SFLDT RRC
 8.  PNCLS
 9.  STCR SCNT
 10.  RNDL CRT
 11.  BB TTSWY
 12.  GDW DRD
 13.  TN WLK
 14.  CFFTV RNLN
 15.  NTRD RV
 16.  RSVN
 17.  PPRQ NSTRT
 18.  CRNTN VN
 19.  CRY WY
 20.  HL LVN

Answers to last month:  (apologies for the mistake!).  
1. Jerusalem;   2. Galilee;   3. Gibeon;   4. Antioch;   5. Babylon;   6. Corinth;    
7. Mesopotamia; 8. Thessalonica;   9. Tarsus;   10. Capernaum;   11. Samaria;    
12. Thyatira;   13. Laodicea;   14. Beersheba;   15. Ptolemais;   16. Ephesus;    
17. Decapolis;   18. Nineveh;  19. Philadelphia; 20 . Hebron


