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I am sure that we all have many things that we do every Christmas. 
Year in, year out we have the same food, visit the same people 

and sing the same songs. This isn’t a criticism of that, in fact, I 
am sure that we have as many rituals as anyone else at this time of 

year. There are so many of them! We always have a family dinner on 
Christmas Day – we have the same food, at the same time, in the 
same surroundings. It really does not seem to change. 
Christmas dinner has always been special to me. When I was a child 
we would spend it at my grandmother’s (looking back how did we 

all fit in?) – I used to love in particular the sausage meat stuffing – we 
would all want the last piece! Sadly, she had never written down the recipe 

and as she is no longer with us, the stuffing is consigned to just a memory.
However you spend your Christmas dinner, there are probably rituals you 
keep and memories that pass through your mind. There’s nothing wrong with 
ritual and habit at Christmas-time when we often do familiar things without 
thinking. However, that should never be the case with the way that we think 
about why we are celebrating at this time of the year. Look carefully and you 
will see how men and women were taken aback with the unfamiliar.
Mary and Joseph were used by God to bring about the birth of the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. “How can it be?” said Mary when confronted by the Angel Gabriel. 
“Don’t be afraid” hears Joseph, for Mary will give birth to the Saviour! Humble 
shepherds are out on the hillsides when they see an angelic messenger and 
hear the heavenly choir. Men of great learning in the east see a star of great 
significance, so much so that they travel to Jerusalem to find out what it 
meant – who was the significant one who had been born?
This Christmas we will be celebrating a centuries old event – the birth of 
Christ – but it must never become familiar – just something we do without 
much thought, because ‘That’s what we always do’. May we all have a new 
experience, as Christmas comes to us with a freshness – do come and 
celebrate with us!
Have a blessed and happy Christmas!
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The Wise Men couldn’t possibly have imagined humbler 
circumstances than those surrounding the birth of Jesus. 
Max Lucado paints the picture: ‘The ground is hard, the 
hay scarce. Cobwebs cling to the ceiling… Mary looks into 
the face of her Son. Her Lord. His Majesty. At this point the 
human being who best understands who God is and what 
He’s doing is a teenage girl… She remembers the angel’s 
words, “His kingdom will never end.” Majesty in the midst 
of the mundane. Holiness in the filth of sheep manure and 
sweat. Divinity entering the world on the floor of a stable. 
This baby had once overlooked the universe. His robes of 
eternity were exchanged for the rags keeping Him warm. 
His golden throne room abandoned in favour of a dirty 
sheep pen. Worshipping angels replaced with shepherds.
Meanwhile the city hums, unaware that God has visited their 
planet. The innkeeper would never believe he’d just sent God 
out into the cold. And people would scoff at anyone who 
told them the Messiah lay in the arms of a teenager on the 
outskirts of their village. They were all too busy to consider 
the possibility. But those who missed His Majesty’s arrival 
that night missed it not because of acts of evil or malice. No, 
they missed it because they weren’t looking for Him!’
This Christmas, in the midst of the toys, the tinsel, and 
the tumult, stop and look for Jesus. If you know Him 
as your Lord and Saviour, take time to worship Him. 
And if you don’t, make Him your Lord and Saviour.  
If you do, it’ll be the best Christmas you’ve ever had.

‘They saw  
the child 

...and  
worshipped 

him.’  
Matthew 2:11  

NIV(2011 edition)

 sunday  25th  OCTOber ............................... £260.21 
 sunday  1st  nOvember ............................ £382.78
 sunday  8th  nOvember ............................ £252.80
 sunday  15th  nOvember ............................ £280.80
 sunday  22nd  nOvember ............................ £277.50
 sunday  29th  nOvember ............................ £367.15

church  
offerings

In addition, £1000 is paid direct to the bank each month.
Thank Offering total £2402.00.  Many thanks for your faithful giving.
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Hi everybody! The nights have drawn in and the weather seems 
to be more seasonal as we approach Christmas. As is our usual 
custom we will again be making the notice board available for people 
to hang cards to everyone in the congregation rather than sending 
them individually for those who would prefer to do that. Please would 
you consider making a donation in lieu of the money you might have 
spent on cards. Envelopes will be available and this year all proceeds 
will be given to Heartlink who promote the Gospel not only abroad 
(chiefly India) but also at home from Les and Mary Wade’s base in 
Coventry. Please place your envelopes with money in the offering 
bag on a Sunday or pass them direct to me. Thank you.
Please don’t forget to look at the leaflets in the Missionary Roundel 
in the corridor by the balcony stairs, they are regularly updated so 
please keep checking.
I hope everybody enjoyed the visit of Novimost, Ive heard many a good 
report and trust we have made a ‘new bridge’ with them. Gifts made 
this month are: £200 to the WRU Overseas Missions for the Project 
Apolo in Bolivia (this is mainly the money given in the Missionary 
Boxes) and £50 to the Radio Bible Class, producers of Our Daily Bread, 
which many of us take free of charge!
Well that about wraps it up (we’ll all be doing a lot of that soon…!)  
Take care and, although a bit premature, have a blessed Christmas!

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

After last year’s outstanding response, we are once again this 
year working with the Full Gospel Food Bank Service to give 
out Christmas presents to local children in need, using Simpson  
& Weekley’s shop in the High Street as a drop-off point.
Drop in a new (or good as new) gift (unwrapped) suitable for a child of 
any age (from a baby up to a teenager).  These will then be distributed on 
Saturday 12th December as part of the Christmas Give Away Day at the 
Full Gospel Church.  

Jeanette Maddams:  07779939491  
or email: maddams@tesco.net

‘My  
Christmas  

Wish’

in aid of The Children’s Society
On Christmas Eve we will once again be holding our Christingle 
Service. As part of that, an offering will be taken which will be given 
to the Children’s Society for their work with less privileged children. 
There will be some collecting candles available – please 
take one for yourself and / or to pass on to someone else.  
Thank you!

Christingle  
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 Tues  1st 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds 2nd 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 Thurs  3rd 6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 saT 5th 10.00am East Northants Contact Centre Christmas Fair in the hall

 Tues  8th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds 9th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
   2.00pm Carols at Kilburn Place (All welcome) 
   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 Thurs  10th 1.00pm  Women’s Auxiliary – Christmas Dinner followed by carols
   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 saT 12th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 Tues 15th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place 
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds 16th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
   1.30pm Alfred Street Junior School Carol Service in the church 
   7.30pm Home Group 
 Thurs 17th 10.00am Denfield Park Primary School Presentation in the church
   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 saT  19th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 Tues  22nd 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
 Thurs 24th 4.00pm Christingle Service 
   11.30pm Midnight Service 
 Fri  25th 10.30am Christmas Morning Service at the Mission Church  

weekday diary dates
december 2015
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sunday diary dates
december 2015

 
 sunday    6th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson   
    (incl. Communion)

    6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson

 sunday 13th 10.45am Visit of South End  
    Infant School Choir

     4.00pm Christmas 2nd Sunday! 

 sunday 20th 10.45am Children’s Nativity Service

     4.00pm Lessons & Carols  
    followed by tea

 sunday 27th 10.45am Mr. Richard Keech

A reminder…
Should you ever find it difficult to join 
us for any service you wish to attend 
please don’t hesitate to speak to 
either the minister or a church leader 
about arranging a lift, we are always 
happy to sort something out - don’t 
miss out!
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Christingle  

The next event being organised by PTC - The “Palm Tree 
Collective” men’s group will be a quiz night on Friday December 
18th, in the church hall. All are welcome to come along to this 
evening, which we hope will become an annual competition. 
Teams of up to 6 people are invited to take part, and refreshments 
with a Christmas theme will be provided (that’s a posh way of 
saying “mince pies and nuts”!).
Please arrive by 7.45 for a prompt start to the quiz at 8pm. 
Admission will be just £1 per person – whether taking part or 
supporting. Teams will need to have a name, so please try to 
think of one before arriving. Although teams will be able to enter 
on the night, it would be helpful if those wishing to come along 
could let me know beforehand, to enable us to get an idea of the 
number we need to cater for.
Dick Weekley
01933 313186 or 07990509454
email Richard.weekley@talktalk.net

The  
Wes  
Quiz  

Night

It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Peter and Saint Paul’s 
Church in Borden, Kent, England.  Father John was looking at the 
nativity scene prior to packing away the figures when he noticed the 
baby Jesus was missing from the scene. Immediately, Father John 
turned towards the vicarage in order to call the police. But as he 
was about to do so, he saw little Harry with a red wagon, and in the 
wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus. Father John walked 
up to Harry and said, ‘Well, Harry, where did you get the little infant?’ 
Harry replied honestly, ‘I took him from the church, Father John.’
‘And why did you take him?’
With a sheepish smile, Harry said, ‘Well, about a week before 
Christmas I prayed to little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring 
me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the 
block in it.’

It was a cold and misty Christmas morning in the very depth of 
winter after a heavy fall of snow and only one farmer and the 
minister managed to arrive at the church for the morning service. 
“Well”, said the clergyman “‘I guess there’s no point in having a 
service today.” “Well that’s not how I see it,” said the farmer. “If 
only one cow turns up at feeding time, I still feed it.’to make  

you smile
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flowers   
this month

Many thanks to all those who have provided flowers throughout 
the year, and as always to Madge and Jill who have arranged 
the rota and distributed the flowers during the following week. 
The list for 2016 is currently being drawn up – lots of people have 
already chosen a particular Sunday but there are still some vacant. If 
you’d like to provide some flowers please see Jill or Madge.

dates for your diary - january 2016
Tuesday 12th – 7.30pm  Leaders’ Meeting  
    (at the Manse)

saTurday 16th  – 10.00am Church Members’  
    Annual General Meeting

If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

21st  - kev deighTOn
22nd - ebOny Webb
 25th - ann bryanT

 3rd - Jill Waller
 7th - CarOl buTler
 17th - kaTh mOisey
 20th - david Trusler

sunday 6th - ann laWman

 10. Joy to the world
 9.  Away in a manger
 8.  O little town of Bethlehem
 7.  Once in Royal David’s City
 6.  In the bleak mid-winter (Harold Darke tune)

 5.  O come all ye faithful
 4.  In the bleak mid-winter (Holst tune – the one we usually sing)

 3.  Hark the herald angels sing
 2.  O holy night
 1.  Silent night
  

We perhaps all have our favourite carol – according to Classic FM, 
the top ten in 2014 was as follows – is yours here and will there be 
a change this year?

what’s  
your  

favourite  
carol?

Please nOTe neW daTe
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 
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As it’s Christmas and the chocolates are out, here’s a puzzle passed 
on to us by Margaret O’Dell. The following are cryptic or general 
knowledge clues to names / brands of sweets and confectionery. 
Some of them aren’t around anymore though! Hand in your answers 
before Christmas and you may win a small prize.

 1. Wise guys
 2.  Old singers and musicians
 3.  Do refined people live here?
 4.  What a doctor does
 5.  Bovine peepers
 6.  Neatly between the two
 7.  Ford’s people carrier
 8.  Muzzy Izzet’s elation when he scored for Leicester City
 9.  People scheming marriages
 10.  Corn, soap or snow perhaps
 11.  Sounds like ‘plain’ chocolate
 12.  Add hesitation and it’s a type of rocket
 13.  Adore the men from Tynecastle Park
 14.  TV adjustment
 15.  Make non-metric coins
 16.  Native of Naples
 17.  Barbie’s assortment
 18.  Nine, ten, eleven
 19. Good, twice in succession in France
 20. 0.1 dollars
Answers to last month: 
1. Elijah;   2. Jeremiah;   3. Naomi;   4. Aaron;   5. Uzziah;   6. Simon;   7. Esther;  
8. Elizabeth;   9. Ahab;   10. Darius;   11. Naaman;   12. Abigail;   13. Delilah;   14. Goliath;  
15. David;   16. Rebekah;   17. Jezebel;   18. Ruth;   19. Haggai;   20. Abednego  
(some had more than one answer)


