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May I begin by wishing you a very ‘Happy New Year’. We do not know what 
it will hold nor where we will all be at the end of it, but let me encourage 
you by saying that wherever it takes us, God will be with us as we stay 
faithful and obedient to Him.
I have been looking at a couple of verses from the book of Isaiah – as 
God speaks through him: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it?” (Isaiah 43 v 18, 19b). The context of it is in the light of the way that God 
has delivered Israel in the past in the exodus from Egypt. Without doubt 
this was a marvellous time – a time that the people would have held dear 
and talked to their children about – passing down God’s wonderful acts 
through the generations. So why does God say that they should forget 
what He has done? Perhaps we should put emphasis not on the forgetting, 
but on the dwelling on it. He is doing something now – the promise of a 
release from Babylon – but we must look forward to what He will do – 
the release of sinners through Jesus Christ from the captivity of sin and 
making it possible to live in the freedom of His kingdom.
I guess we all like to think about the past sometimes – I don’t think that 
is wrong in itself as long as we don’t look at what God did then and feel 
that He cannot do it again. We must not dwell in the past – we must look 
forward to what He is going to do. The start of a new year seems to be a 
natural time to look for what God is doing now – and what He will do in the 
future. Let’s look to where He is already working in the church and in our 
lives – and work with Him there. So often we can be guilty (well I can!), of 
looking for an area of life and asking God to work there, when He’s already 
at work somewhere else but I don’t perceive it – all He asks is that we work 
with Him where He’s already working.
I hope that in 2015 we will discover where God is working – and join Him 
in His mission.

looking back… looking forward!
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focus on what is ‘above’…
Today we’re big on the concept of instant gratification and acquiring 
more stuff. But ’earthly things’ lose their appeal once the bill arrives 
and the interest on your credit cards starts piling up. When that 
happens, blessings can turn into curses and rob you of the joy of 
living. One pastor says: ‘Materialism doesn’t satisfy because it’s 
tyrannical, and human beings were born to be free… We find we don’t 
own the house — the house owns us. We’re married to a mortgage. 
We become slaves to gadgets and garments. After they’re purchased, 
delivered and installed, we enjoy a fleeting sense of pleasure, but they 
still dominate, dictate and demand, “Press me, polish me, patch me, 
paint me, prune me, plaster me!” 
We spend our best years and the bulk of our money working for “things” 
until we’ve no time left to pursue life’s really enjoyable vocations: visiting 
friends, having fun, and going to church... no time to do good deeds, see 
places, or visit the people who give us the greatest inner joy.
Paul says, “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6 NIV). 
And to experience that contentment you need to count your blessings 
every day and thank the One who made them all possible. Jon Walker 
writes: ‘Assume there’s an imaginary line dividing what you can see 
from what you can’t see — the temporal from the eternal. Our objective 
in Jesus is to look upon the things “above”, so we can understand that 
what we see and feel is not a full and accurate measurement of God’s 
reality... people are eternal beings, and decisions that seem insignificant 
now, when seen in the fullness of reality, are of eternal significance.’

‘Set your  
minds  

on things 
above, not  
on earthly  

things.’  
Colossians 5:2 NIV

 Sunday 23rd noveMber .................... £291.36
 Sunday 30th noveMber .................... £361.00
 Sunday 7th deceMber..................... £248.80
 Sunday 14th deceMber..................... £320.00
 Sunday 21st deceMber..................... £576.75church  

offerings
This is addition to the amount paid direct to the bank, which 
currently stands at £835.00. If you would like to give in 
this way, please see the Church Secretary – Dick Weekley.  
Thank you.
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We are so excited and pleased to report that since we have been 
collecting toys from our church members and at the offices of 
Simpson and Weekley Estate Agents in the High Street from the 
people of Rushden, the project has been a huge success. 
On 19th December the toys went to the Food Bank (run by Full 
Gospel Church in Bedford Road and East Northants Faith Group). 
Jeanette went to help sorting them out and said: ‘When I walked in 
I was overwhelmed with emotion by the extent to which the people 
of Rushden had supported this project’. The large room at the Full 
Gospel resembled Santa’s Grotto and was overflowing with the most 
wonderful gifts! These were then given out at a special My Christmas 
Wish/Church Give Away morning on Saturday 20th December. Mark 
Weekley helped on the day and had the chance to speak to some of 
the families and hear of the difficulties they struggled with in life. We 
were also given financial donations totalling £304 which went to buy 
gifts for teenagers and hat/scarves/glove sets for children. Some gifts 
were also given to families at the Women’s Refuge, the East Northants 
Child Contact Centre (that Jeanette helps run) who meet at Highfield 
Baptist Church twice a month and also to other individual families that 
were known to us to be in need. 
Just before Christmas there were still some toys left so as parents 
came to the Food Bank in the run-up to Christmas, they were also 
invited to choose gifts for their children. Also, some gifts were given to 
Father Christmas to give out to families invited for Christmas dinner 
at the Food Bank on Christmas Day. So, all in all, we are thrilled by 
the success of this idea. An enormous thank you to all that supported 
it and we think we may do this again next year. We hope to tell you 
more about this project in Church soon, and share some photographs.  
Mark Weekley and Jeanette Maddams

my  
Christmas  

wish…
update

Salutations, mon amies! As we venture into yet another year let me 
update you with recent events.
Thanks to all those who donated to the WRU Overseas Missions  
via the Missionary Boxes. I still have some spare if anyone else is  
interested. We sent £200 to HQ for use in this year’s project in Bolivia.
We had the visit of Karen Baxter in November who took our morning 
and afternoon services. £200 has also been sent out to Nepal for her 
work and others out there. As you read this some of you will no doubt 
have placed a Christmas Card and donation next to the Kitchen. This 
year’s donations will go to The London City Mission as at this time of 
the year they are meeting the needs of many on the streets of London.
May I take this opportunity if I don’t see you beforehand to wish you a 
very peaceful New Year.
Thank you all for your prayers and support throughout 2014.

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary
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 Sat 3rd 10.00am Coffee Morning
 Mon 5th 7.30pm 2nd Sunday Planning Meeting
 tueS 6th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WedS 7th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurS  8th 6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 Sat 10th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tueS  13th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
   7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 WedS  14th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
   2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place
   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurS  15th 2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Rev. Phil Hearson
   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 Sat  17th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tueS  20th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
   7.30pm Church Members AGM in the Vestry
 WedS 21st 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurS 22nd 6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 Sat  24th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tueS  27th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
   2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WedS 28th 9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurS  29th 2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary –
   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
   7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 Sat  31st 10.00am Coffee Morning
    
    

weekday diary dates
january 2015
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sunday diary dates
january 2015

 
 Sunday    4th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson   
    (incl. Covenant & Communion)

    6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson

 Sunday 11th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday!

 Sunday 18th 10.45am Council of Churches Exchange  
    Rev. Steve Pearman 

   6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson 
    (incl. Communion)

 Sunday 25th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 

    4.00pm Visit of Steve Chadwick (Chad) 
   

A reminder
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for any service you wish to attend 
please don’t hesitate to speak to either the minister or a church leader about 
arranging a lift, we are always happy to sort something out - don’t miss out!
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 1. How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!

 2. My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;  
  my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

 3. Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow  
  a nest for herself, where she may have her young - a place  
  near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and my God.

 4.  Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 
  they are ever praising you.

 5.  Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
  whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.

 6.  As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a  
  place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 

 7.  they go from strength to strength, till each appears  
  before God in Zion.

 8.  Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; listen to me,  
  God of Jacob.

 9. Look on our shield, O God; look with favour on your  
  anointed one.

 10. Better is one day in your courts than a thousand  
  elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house  
  of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

 11. For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows  
  favour and honour; no good thing does he withhold from  
  those whose walk is blameless.

 12. LORD Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you.

We meet every Wednesday at the Manse. Usually we study a part 
of the Bible with different series of around 8 – 10 weeks. Recently 
we’ve looked at John’s letters, Elisha, Jesus in the Old Testament 
and more! 
We also pray, sometimes sing and always finish with coffee and 
tea! We share social nights in the summer and at Christmas and 
occasionally share Communion together. Everyone is very welcome 
to come along and join us – there’s no pressure to do anything you 
might feel uncomfortable with. 
Do share with us as we discover together from the Bible.

church 
home 
group

…a  
Psalm 
for the 
month

Psalm 84
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. church

birthdays

questions,
questions…

this month

flowers   
this month

11th January - Anne Hearson
18th January - Madge Trusler
25th January - Caroline Findley-Line

Thank you to the following who have offered to supply flowers, 
and also of course to Madge and Jill for arranging the rota and 
distributing the flowers during the following week.

 21st - JaSMine MaddaMS

dates for your diary - february 2015
tueSday  24th – Officers and Trustees Meeting @ 7.00pm

If olive oil comes from olives, where does baby oil come from?

If you’re sending someone some polystyrene, what do you pack it in?

Why do you press harder on a remote-control when you know  
the battery is dead?

If men and women evolved from monkeys and apes,  
why do we still have monkeys and apes?

Isn’t it a bit unnerving that doctors call what they do ‘practice’?

Would a fly without wings be called a walk?

If the police arrest a mime artist, does he or she still have the right  
to remain silent?

Before they invented drawing boards, what did they go back to?

if all the world is a stage, where is the audience sitting?

If one synchronised swimmer drowns, do the rest have to drown too?

if you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?
From: A Box of Delights, J. John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books
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page

contacts: 
Minister: 
PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
on 07551 667505 

Here’s a word search with a theme of ‘New Year Celebrations’. 
Can you find 15 words or phrases connected with this. Hand your 
answers to the Minister before the end of January and you may 
win a small prize.

Answers to last time: 
1. Christingle;  2. Tinsel;  3. Angel Gabriel;  4. Mary and Joseph;  
5. Morecambe and Wise;  6. Saviour;  7. Prince of Peace;  8. Yule log;   
9. Cranberry Sauce; 10. Nativity play;  11. The holly and the ivy;   
12. Chestnuts roasting;  13. Jack Frost; 14. King Wenceslas;  15. Angels;   
16. Winter wonderland;  17. Silent night;  18. Carol singers; 19 . Presents; Decorations


