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We seem to be living in uncertain times and a period of great change. 
I don’t need to remind you that the USA have a new President, Donald 
Trump. Many are concerned as to what that might mean. In our own 
country we also have a fairly new Prime Minister who is currently 
working through what ‘Brexit’ will mean for us. Will it be a ‘hard Brexit’ 
or a ‘soft’ one? No-one really knows. On a much more mundane level, 
the football team I support have a new owner and their future is far from 
certain. Perhaps you in your own life are facing something where you 
don’t know what the outcome will be.
In our Home Group which meets on Wednesday evenings, we have begun 
to look at the book of Daniel. The series is entitled ‘Spiritual living in a 
secular world’. Already we have seen that Daniel faced some very difficult 
times (and… spoiler alert…we haven’t even got to the part where he spent 
the night in a den of lions!) as he and his friends were taken into a foreign 
land, trained in the court of the king of Babylon and faced certain death 
unless someone could tell the king a dream that he had had which was 
troubling him. Daniels’ response is a very interesting one when he was 
under tremendous pressure. He and his friends did three things:
1 . They prayed – they brought the situation to God and asked for His 
mercy. That’s where we ought to begin as we think about the uncertainties 
of the world. We must pray for Donald Trump and Mike Pence (the Vice-
President who is a committed Christian) and of course Theresa May and 
our Government. We should pray for our own situations too.
2 . They praised God when He answered – Daniel acknowledged that He 
is the one who is in control of the times and the seasons, He is the one 
who brings people to high position and sometimes removes them.
3 . He faced the situation and went to see the king… and ended up in a 
high position in Babylon.
We must not fear the future, for we can trust God that it is all in His 
hands. Sometimes that is hard, especially if we wonder why things are 
happening. But let’s look at the example of Daniel – who went to the 
king and said simply, ‘My God can’. He is able – in uncertain times, when 
some think there may a hopeless end, He offers to us an endless hope.

what would you take…?
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try to be more patient…
You’ve probably heard the joke about the lady who prayed, 
‘Lord, give me patience; and I want it right now!’ That’s not 
so funny when it reflects how you live. If you get annoyed at 
having to wait for anything, your impatience can hurt you. The 
only person who has the power to make things happen the way 
He wants them to, is God. But even He is gracious, and respects 
our will and waits for us to get in line with His will. And since 
we’re not God, think how foolish it is to become upset with the 
supermarket assistant, the bank cashier, or the slow driver who 
doesn’t move at warp speed.
Jesus said, ‘By your patience possess your souls’ (Luke 21:19 NKJV). 
Here the word souls refers to our emotions. Jesus is saying, 
Take control of your emotions and show a Christlike attitude.’ 
Your ability to handle delays, disappointments, and detours will 
determine your level of joy and peace. When you discover that 
you cannot control what’s going on around you, decide to control 
what’s going on within you.
Overcoming impatience involves three things: 1) Admitting you 
have the problem. As long as you rationalise and justify your 
attitude, you won’t grow.  2) A commitment to allow the Holy 
Spirit to produce patience in you. Patience doesn’t come by 
making New Year’s resolutions or counting to ten; it’s the ‘fruit’ 
of the Spirit, and it grows with your co-operation (see Galatians 
5:22). 3) A decision to ‘be in the moment,’ rather than obsessing 
over what must happen next.

‘Be patient 
with all’ 

– 1 Thessalonians 5 v 14 
(NKJV)

 sunday 25th deceMber  ............................ £125.45
 sunday  1st January ............................... £292.50
 sunday 8th January ............................... £473.40
 sunday 15th January ..............................£ 215.76
 sunday 22nd January ..............................£ 266.50

church  
offerings

In addition, £950 was paid direct to the bank in December. If you 
would like to give in this way, please speak to Richard Weekley. 
Many thanks
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Wednesday 1st – Alfred Street Junior School
Monday 6th –  Whitefriars Infant School
Wednesday 8th – Denfield Park Primary School
Wednesday 8th – South End Infant School (Anne)

the minister’s school assemblies
(for your prayers please)

If you have anything you’d like to put in future editions of 
inTouch then please pass it to Phil or Colin. 

inTouch  
articles

A belated Happy New Year to all our readers!
Let me give you a run down of recent donations: £100 to 
the annual Leprosy Mission Appeal, £100 to the WRU Home 
Missions Department, £125 to Sahodar who work with 
Karen Baxter amongst others in Nepal. Karen is back there 
at the moment but only on a tourist visa, so please continue 
to pray for her. We also sent £200 to the WRU Overseas 
Mission to support the Jessie’s House Project in Zimbabwe.
This is a day care centre that provides a daily meal and 
education for over 70 orphaned and vulnerable children. 
This gift was raised from money in the Missionary Boxes 
(£160) plus the Christmas Card donations (£43).
I have been very surprised by the very few letters received 
over Christmas and the New Year asking for assistance. I 
cannot believe the need has gone, so I will brace myself for 
the coming months.

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

come and join us on  

Sunday 12th February, 4.00pm 
Crafts, chat, sketch, refreshments, short talk  

and more! This is suitable for all ages  
– if you’ve not been before, why not give it a try?  

Invite family and friends – it’s church in a  
different, more informal way. 

2
nd
sunday

2
nd
sunday



20174

 Weds  1st   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  2nd   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Sue Merrifield
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 sat 4th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  7th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 Weds  8th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  9th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 sat  11th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  14th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 Weds  15th   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 thurs  16th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Carol Bell (Sign-language)
 sat  18th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  21st 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
     7.00pm Officers & Trustees Meeting in the Vestry
 Weds  22nd   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  23rd   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 Fri  24th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night
 sat  25th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  28th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls

weekday diary dates
february 2017
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sunday diary dates
february 2017

 
 sunday    5th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson  
    (incl. Communion)

   6.00pm Home Meeting

 sunday 12th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday! 

 sunday 19th 10.45am Mr. David Hudson

   6.00pm Communion Service

 sunday 26th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   5.30pm Service at the  
    Mission Church (Rev. Ian Fall)

A reminder
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for any 
service you wish to attend please don’t hesitate 
to speak to either the minister or a church leader 
about arranging a lift, we are always happy to sort 
something out - don’t miss out!
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Valentines’ Day reminds us of the importance of expressing our love 
to those close to us. But how can we go beyond simply flowers and a 
card? Jesus says: ‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (John 13:34). How can 
we express love in our everyday relationships like Jesus i.e. spouse, 
children, neighbours or work colleagues? 
Listening We need to listen to others, just as Jesus did. He asked 
questions of people and waited for them to process their answer. 
According to James, ‘everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry’ (James 1:19). How well do we listen to others? 
When with somebody, do we find ourselves already thinking of what we 
want to say before they’ve finished speaking?  Listening takes time; you 
can’t rush it!
touching Jesus reached out to touch the untouchables in his world, 
including lepers, the sick and children. This was completely out of 
character for rabbis of his day.  One survey has suggested that we all need 
at least 8-10 meaningful touches a day to maintain emotional health! A 
warm handshake, touch on the arm or hug can be of real value. Of course, 
it should be appropriate touch – helpful for the other person, not just for 
ourselves.
speaking Jesus’ conversation was always full of grace and truth 
(John 1:14). Do we speak words of grace, by offering comfort, giving 
encouragement or expressing care and concern? However, we should 
also be ready to speak words of truth, in asking for forgiveness, seeking 
reconciliation or addressing conflict. As Paul urges us, don’t avoid: 
‘speaking the truth in love’.
Where is the challenge for us in expressing love this Valentine’s Day?

By. Rev. Paul Hardingham   www.parishpump.co.uk

Romance, marriage and all that stuff -  the way children see it....

You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like it 
that you like sports, and she should keep the crisps and dip coming. - Alan, age 10 

On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested enough 
to go for a second date. - Martin, age 10 

No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry. God decides it all 
way before, and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with. - Kirsten, age 10

The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with 
them. It’s the right thing to do. - Howard, age 8 

How would you make a marriage work? Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks 
like a truck. - Ricky, age 10
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. church

birthdays
this month

flowers   
this month

 5th - Mrs Mitchell 
 12th - Kit Eyre’s Family 

 19th - Carol Butler
 26th - Vacant 

Thanks to those who provide the flowers and also to Jill and Madge 
who arrange the rota. Don’t forget please that if you are able to 
distribute the flowers you have brought, that will be most helpful

 12th - Abigail Jones
 12th - Roy Barnes 

14th  - Jeanette Maddams
20th  - Tony Butler

dates for your diary - march 2017
saturday 11th – Leaders Prayer Morning
saturday 25th – Church Members Meeting
thursday 30th – WA Annual Rally
Friday 31st – Preachers Meeting

Family Cinema Night
our next cinema night, organised by ‘ptc’  
will be on Friday 24th February  
when we will be showing ‘the Lego Movie’ 
All are welcome, children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Doors open at 6.00pm, film starts at 6.15pm.  
Free drinks, sweets and popcorn, bring your family and friends!
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Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

This month it’s a crossword – the clues are printed on the separate 
sheet in this newsletter. Hand your answers in before 25th February 
and you may win a small prize.

Answers to last month:  
Daniel; Exodus; Ezra; Job; Joel; Joshua; Jude; Malachi; Nehemiah; Obadiah; Philemon; 
Proverbs; Romans; Titus; Zephaniah.



Hebrews 2:17
Jeremiah 11:15
Exodus 28:37
Matthew 25:15

John 20:1
Exodus 17:12
Exodus 12:22
Lamentations 4:1

Mark 5:39
Joshua 8:2
Matthew 24:7
1 Samuel 28:7

Acts 14:4
Psalm 52:3
Esther 2:8
Luke 14:20

across
1 Military tactic used by Joshua to   
 attack and destroy the city of Ai (6)
4 Place of learning (6) 
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they  
 took a stone and put it under him   
 and he sat on it’ (5) 
9 Unpleasant auguries of the end of  
 the age, as forecast by Jesus (7) 
10 Stronghold to which girls in King   
 Xerxes’ harem (including Esther)   
 were taken (7) 
11 Where Saul went to consult a   
	 medium	before	fighting	the	 
 Philistines (5) 
12  Propitiation (9)
17 Turn away (5) 
19 So clear (anag.) (7) 
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’:  
 one excuse to be absent from the  
 great banquet (7) 
22 Long weapon with a pointed head  
 used by horsemen (5) 
23 Musical beat (6) 
24 What the Israelites were told to use  
 to daub blood on their doorframes at  
	 the	first	Passover	(6)

doWn
1 Fasten (6) 
2  Art bite (anag.) (7) 
3 ‘The people of the city were divided;  
 some — with the Jews, others with the  
 apostles’ (5) 
5 Contend (7) 
6 Possessed (5) 
7  Sheen (6) 
9   ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather  
 than speaking the truth’ (9) 
13  Large flightless bird (7) 
14  They were worth several hundred  
 pounds each (7) 
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (6) 
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter  
 when he went into the room where she  
 lay (6) 
18  The part of the day when the women  
	 went	to	the	tomb	on	the	first	Easter		
 morning (5) 
20  Narrow passageway between  
 buildings (5)

crossword clues
Don’t forget to hand your answers in before 25th February and 
you may win a small prize.

You may find the following Bible references useful!


