
Recently we’ve been having a visitor to our garden. For a few 
mornings, when we got up the bird feeders were on the floor and 
what was left of their contents was scattered on the lawn. We 
caught the culprit – a crafty squirrel who had obviously decided 
that if he couldn’t get into the squirrel proof feeders, he would just 
throw them around. He then discovered another nut feeder hanging 
in a tree. This time he would not be beaten! We had bought a new 
one with a ‘quick-release’ bottom on it. However, we could not work 
out how to use it although it was to be filled from the top. Later that 
day, our squirrel friend had not only found the new feeder, he had 
also worked out how to get the bottom off and was sitting proudly 
on the floor surrounded by peanuts! We made various attempts 
to repair it, but each time he’s been and worked out how to get the 
nuts.  We’ve decided to give in to him and provide just a few nuts 
each day – and although some would say they are pests, he is  
very cute! 
I watch him, amazed. He’s able to work out things we couldn’t, he 
jumps from branch to branch, swings upside down and takes a nut 
at a time, sitting enjoying it and watching us as if to say, “You won’t 
stop me!”. I can’t help but be reminded that this small creature is 
part of the handiwork of God. Genesis 1 v 24 - 25 ‘Let the land produce 
living creatures… and it was so… and God saw that it was good’.  
I wonder how Adam came to call it a squirrel! The amazing detail, 
that lovely bushy tail, those piercing eyes, the inquisitive nature – 
and all just with a word spoken by God.
“Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8 v 1).  
The whole earth, all creation speaks to us of God’s glory and 
majesty. Every part of nature, in every living creature. Let’s not forget 
that, and see the hand of the Creator – as the heavens declare  
His glory.

he’s there again!

…the newsletter for ‘the Church in the High Street’intouch

…THOUGHT  
FOR THE 
MONTH

SEPT
2019

IN
touch



20192

 SUNDAY  30th  JUNE .................................. £294.10
 SUNDAY  7th  JULY ................................... £227.06
 SUNDAY  14th  JULY ................................... £429.50
 SUNDAY  21st  JULY ................................... £306.20
 SUNDAY  28th  JULY ................................... £255.00
 SUNDAY  4th  AUGUST ............................. £320.40church  

offerings
In addition, the sums of £1005 and £1505 were paid direct to the bank 
in June and July respectively.  Many thanks.

the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

This year can be “so different.” 
I was thoroughly disgusted with myself and my own 
weaknesses and inconsistencies. I remember crying out to 
God one day, “How can I change? How can I really become 
more like Jesus?” In that moment, God directed me to this 
great verse. 
When I read it, God spoke to me and asked, “How do you see 
yourself reflected when you look into My Word?” 
I answered, “I see that I am ‘more than conqueror.’ I also see that 
I have ‘power over all the power of the enemy.’ I see that I should 
be ‘complete and lacking nothing.’” 
“But Father,” I said, “I seem to be a million miles from that mark.”
Then His Spirit gently spoke within me and said, “You can’t do 
it. You may as well try to lift yourself up by your own bootstraps 
as to try to walk on this level of faith and victory. That’s why I put 
my Holy Spirit within you. As you read the Word and agree with 
it, the Holy Spirit who is inside you will make you more and more 
like the pattern you are looking at.” 
And then God said something important, “By the way, son, you 
don’t pole-vault into this special place of promise, you grow into 
it step by step, grade by grade, and from glory to glory.” I can’t 
wait for tomorrow. Do you know why? Because I’m getting more 
like Jesus every day. This can be your year of change! 
(This was the very first ‘Word for Today’ published – 1st April 1994)

“But we all, 
with open face 
beholding as in 

a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are 

changed into the 
same image from 

glory to glory,  
even as by the  

Spirit of the Lord.“  
II Corinthians 3: 18 



…the newsletter for ’ the Church in the High Street’intouch 3

Wesleyan Reform Union Presidential Visit
Saturday 7th September 
A Fish & Chip Supper with Quiz at the Mission Church, starting at 6.00pm. 
You will hopefully by now have given your order and paid for your food. The 
Union President, Rev. Colin Braithwaite will give an epilogue.

Sunday 8th September 
United Service at Bozeat, starting at 6.00pm. 
Rev. Colin Braithwaite will preach, and the service will end with Communion. 
Everyone is invited and will be very welcome.

Harvest Sunday  
29th September
We will be having a ‘Harvest Breakfast’ at 9.45am.  
The ‘Come & See’ Service will start at 10.45am. 
Harvest gifts can be given in the following ways: 
Non-perishable foods which will go to the Rushden Foodbank 
 at the Full Gospel Church, and / or a monetary gift which will  
be divided equally between ‘Christian Aid’ for their work in 
Zambia and ‘Water Aid’ for their water project in India.  
Gift envelopes will be available nearer the time.

harvest

Do not fret because of those who are evil 
or be envious of those who do wrong;
for like the grass they will soon wither, 
like green plants they will soon die away.
Trust in the Lord and do good; 
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the Lord, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord; 
trust in him and he will do this:
he will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 
your vindication like the noonday sun.
Be still before the Lord 
and wait patiently for him;

a psalm  
for the  
month 
 Psalm 37 v 1 – 6(b)
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Weekday DIARY DATES
SEPTEMBER 2019

 TUES  3rd 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting – 7 Lodge Road 
 WEDS  4th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  5th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’ Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  7th 10.00am Coffee Morning 
     6.00pm Circuit Presidential Visit (Rev. Colin Braithwaite) 
    Fish & Chips and Quiz at the Mission Church

 TUES  10th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WEDS  11th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  12th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  14th   8.30am ‘Real Courage!’ Men’s Breakfast at Rushden Bowls Club 
   10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  17th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.30pm Church Meeting (Prayer from 7.00pm) 
 WEDS  18th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 SAT  21st 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  24th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WEDS  25th   9.15am Jelly Babes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS 26th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  28th 10.00am Coffee Morning 
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SEPTEMBER 2019
Sundays at HIGH STREET

 
 

 SUNDAY    1st 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 
    (incl. Communion)
   4.00pm Messy Church! 
    (please note changed date)

 SUNDAY 8th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 
    Incl. Sunday School Prizegiving
     6.00pm Circuit United Presidential   
    Service at Bozeat  
    (Rev. Colin Braithwaite)

 SUNDAY 15th 9.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

 SUNDAY 22nd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson
     6.00pm Service at the Mission Church 
    (Rev. Ian Fall)

 SUNDAY 29th 9.45am Breakfast for all
   10.45am ‘Come & See’  
    (Rev. Phil Hearson)    
    Harvest Service
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At this time of year, unless you live in an 
extremely urban environment, you will see the 
signs of harvest. Huge combine harvesters are 
at work in the fields, reaping the golden wheat 
and barley, baling the straw and gathering 
the grain. For farmers it is the high point of 
their year, and a moment celebrated with 
thanksgiving in churches throughout the land.
But what about the spiritual harvest? When Jesus 
spoke about the sower and the seed, He likened 
the Gospel to seed that was sown with the hope 
of a harvest. Some fell on good soil and produced 
much fruit, but other seed was less fortunate 
and there was little outcome, a reminder that 
Christian ministry can sometimes be hard work.
An early missionary to Iran, Robert Bruce, wrote 
this to his supporters back home: “I am not yet 
reaping a harvest, I am not yet sowing the seed. 
I am not even ploughing the soil, but I am pulling 
out the stones. This too is gospel work, and 
worthy of your prayers.”
With this in mind, remember those who serve 
God faithfully in difficult and unresponsive 
situations, either overseas or here in post-
Christian Britain. Some experience great success 
in ministry, for which we are grateful, and many 
churches experience times of growth, for which 
we give thanks to God. For others, though, they 
may well sow in tears before they can reap with 
songs of joy (Psalm 126:5-6).
What of your own situation? If you are enjoying a 
time of growth, be sure to recognise that it is God 
who gives the growth. But if the work is hard and 
disappointing, despite your best efforts, do not 
lose heart. The work is God’s and we have only to 
be faithful.

Tony Horsfall     
Source: parishpump.co.uk

God’s Love 
GOD’S LOVE is like an islandr 
In life’s ocean vast and wide-  
A peaceful, quiet shelter  
From the restless, rising tide.

GOD’S LOVE is like an anchor  
When the angry billows roll-  
A mooring in the storms of life,  
A stronghold for the soul. 

GOD’S LOVE is like a fortress  
And we seek protection there  
When the waves of tribulation  
Seem to drown us in despair.

GOD’S LOVE is like a harbour  
Where our souls can find sweet rest  
From the struggle and the tension  
Of life’s fast and futile quest.

GOD’S LOVE is like a beacon  
Burning bright with FAITH  
    and PRAYER  
And through the changing scenes  
     of life  
We can find a HAVEN THERE! 

A poem passed on by Margaret Randall

Bringing  
in the  
sheaves?

Help needed!
ENCS (East Northants Community 
Services) are the organisation who run 
things at the Full Gospel Church. They 
have asked for the following help:

Volunteers to help at the Night Shelter

A cook for the ‘Cornerfield Café’  
on Thursday mornings.

Stock for the Food Bank,  
including toiletries.

Please continue to bring food and put it in 
our box which is handed on to them. If you 
can volunteer, please let them know direct 
or speak to the Minister. Thank you.
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, giving 
us all the chance to wish one another all the best on our birthdays. 

birthdays
THIS MONTH

flowers   
THIS MONTH

Many thanks to the following who kindly agreed to provide flowers and 
to Jane and Madge who arrange the rota and distribution of the flowers.

 1st PAM BARNES 
  (Finlay & Martyn’s birthdays)

 8th JIM KENDALL  
  (for Liz) 

15th  ANNE HEARSON   
  (Wedding Anniversary)

 22nd ANTHEA HOLDAWAY
 29th WENDY NEWMAN

FUND UPDATE
The quarter end accounts for July have been completed and show 
that over the period May – July inclusive, donations received were 
£219.70. In addition there was £86.50 Easter Offering. 
The Gift-Aid was due in this quarter, although it arrived at the 
beginning of August. The amount relating to the Hall Extension Fund 
was £762.26. This now gives us a balance of £6730.26, including the 
Gift-Aid payment. Many thanks

hall  
extension

11th  - MARY MORBY
 15th - ANNE HEARSON
 23rd - ANN LAWMAN

 23rd - IAN RANDALL
 24th - EVANGELINE MADDAMS
 28th - TIM HEARSON

dates for your diary - OCTOBER 2019
 SATURDAY 5th  Circuit Prayer Meeting at Alma Street,  
   10.00am – 12.00noon.
 MONDAY 7th 7.30pm – Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 SUNDAY 20th 10.45am – ‘Come & See’ Service  
   with breakfast at 9.45am (note changed date).

Say it slow…
On a beautiful late summer’s day, two American tourists were driving through 
Wales. They reached Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwyllllantysiliogogoch  
(yes, that place in Wales) and stopped for lunch. 
Still gazing in fascination at the place name on the sign outside, one of the  
tourists approached the waitress and said: “Before we order, I wonder if you could 
settle an argument for us. Can you pronounce where we are, very, very,  
very slowly?
“Sure,” the girl shrugged. She leaned over the counter and said: “Burrr-gurrr-king”.

it made  
me smile!
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PUZZLE PAGE

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

This month we have a number puzzle. Simply work out the phrase  
(eg. 7 D in a W = 7 days in a week). Hand your answers in before  
29th September and you may win a small prize. As always, you don’t  
need to get them all to enter – just do your best!.

Answers to last month:  
1. Colwyn Bay;   2. Sandown;   3. Falmouth;   4. Dartmouth;   5. Tintagel;   6. Teignmouth;   7. Lyme Regis;   8. Westward Ho!;  
9. Southend-on-Sea;  10. Saundersfoot;   11. Aberystwyth;   12. Mablethorpe;   13. Chapel St. Leonards;   14. Morecambe;  
15. Bridlington;   16. Clacton-on-Sea;   17. Margate;   18. Ilfracombe;   19. Mousehole;   20. Grange-over-Sands. 

 1.  7 W of the W
 2.  90 D in a R A
 3.  6 S on a C
 4.  6 W of H T E
 5.  5 T on a F
 6.  8 L on a S
 7.  6 P on a S T
 8.  11 P in a F T
 9.  14 D in a F
 10.  1 H on a U
 11.  13 in a B D
 12.  76 T in the B P
 13.  3 C on a T L
 14.  2 S on a C
 15.  25 Y for a S W A
 16.  30 M in H A H
 17.  24 H in a D
 18.  1001 A N
 19.  19 N T 3 on a D B
 20.  1 H in a D


