
We used to live near Coventry and would quite often visit. Usually  
we would park in the same place and as we walked to the city we  
would pass the cathedral. It is a famous building – some really like it 
while others don’t. Actually, there are two cathedrals – the one opened 
in 1962 and the ruins of the one it replaced, severely damaged in the 
blitz of November 1940 which lasted for ten hours and in which  
two-thirds of Coventry’s buildings were destroyed or damaged.
In the days that followed, two powerful symbols emerged from the 
ruined cathedral. Two burnt roof beams – which had fallen in the shape 
of a cross in the rubble – were bound together and placed where the 
altar had been. Three medieval roof nails were formed into a cross, 
which became the original Cross of Nails. Now, the Cross of Nails is a 
powerful symbol of reconciliation and the cathedral is a centre of  
peace and reconciliation.
A few days ago, another old cathedral was severely damaged, not by 
bombs but by fire. Notre-Dame in Paris is one of the most famous 
religious buildings in the world. People openly wept as large parts of it 
were destroyed, the whole roof structure has gone, the famous spire 
collapsed among other things.
The next day, many photographs appeared in the media of the damage 
and one of the most striking was inside the ruined shell, where the 
central focus was on the cross which still stood. A newspaper headline 
said, ‘The cross is a symbol of hope’.
Can you see the connection? In both cases above, buildings which 
have stood for hundreds of years have been destroyed but hope comes 
through the cross. The cross is a wonderful symbol for Christians. It 
reminds us of the day that the Lord Jesus Christ was nailed there, cruelly 
put to death – but we must not just think of it in that way. It is a symbol 
of hope because it was through this act of the Lord that our sins have 
been dealt with and we can know the wonder of everlasting life – it’s 
started now and will come to complete fulfilment when we are at last 
with Him.

a symbol of hope…
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Everything else might fail and fall, but the cross is a symbol of hope – for ever.
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 SUNDAY  24th MARCH .............................. £246.00
 SUNDAY 31st MARCH .............................. £243.00
 SUNDAY 7th APRIL ................................. £347.70
 SUNDAY 14th APRIL ................................. £253.50church  

offerings In addition, the sum of £1515.00 was paid direct to the bank in March. 
Many thanks

the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

go deeper!
The disciples fished all night and caught nothing. Then Jesus 
said, “’Launch out into the deep and let down your nets” ... and 
when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish’ 
(Luke 5:4-6 NKJV).

Notice three things here:  
1) Working harder isn’t necessarily the answer. The disciples 
‘toiled all night’. Nobody could have questioned their work ethic. 
But when you fish in water that’s too shallow, no amount of effort 
will bring results.  
2) You need to obey God even when you don’t understand His 
plan. Peter, a seasoned fisherman, had to set aside his pride and 
say, ‘Nevertheless at Your word I will…’ 
ln 2 Kings chapter 5, Naaman had to humble himself and bathe 
in the Jordan in order to be healed of leprosy. In Gethsemane 
Jesus displayed the same attitude when He prayed, ‘Not my will, 
but yours be done’ (Luke 22:42 NIV 2011 Edition).  
3) Going deeper always works. Jesus said two men built houses, 
but only one house survived the storm because the builder ‘dug ... 
deep and laid the foundation on rock’ (Luke 6:48 NIV 2011 Edition).

Author Phil Yancey’s former pastor said he sometimes felt like 
an old hand-operated pump. ‘Everyone who came along would 
reach up and pump vigorously a few times, and each time he 
felt something drain out of him. Finally, he had nothing more to 
give. At a ministry retreat he expressed his thoughts to a very 
wise nun, expecting her to offer soothing words about what a 
wonderful sacrificial person he was. Instead she gave him some 
great advice: “There’s only one thing to do when your reservoir is 
dry. Go deeper!’” And that’s the word for you today! 

‘Launch  
out into  

the deep’
Luke 5:4 NKJV
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missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

After a summer-like Easter we can see looking at our gardens 
how new life, particularly weeds, are bursting forth! This 
mirrors Jesus who was once thought dead, resurrected back 
to life, Hallelujah!
We had a letter from Jan Shepherd who handles a lot of the 
WRU Overseas Missions work, regarding cyclone damage in 
Zimbabwe, with particular reference to the WRU Project of a 
few years ago called Jessie’s House. This building is used as a 
school but sadly its roof was blown off in the storm. We have 
sent £100 to help with these vital repairs (total cost £3800).
I was asked recently how Karen Baxter was in Nepal as pictures 
of an aircraft that crashed there caused concern. I can report 
Karen is fine and working in Kathmandu. Her main concern is 
her working arrangements momentarily, she is surviving on a 
tourists visa but these are only valid for one month at a time. 
Please pray for that situation. The Wednesday Group who 
mostly fund Karen gifted £53.40 and £100 was sent for her 
work with Veritas in Nepal.
As previously mentioned in the last ‘In Touch’ we will have the 
visit and presentation from Tassy from Operation Mobilisation 
at our next Come & See Service on May 19th. She has been to a 
possible church for us to twin with in Moldova recently and our 
photos went with her. This is a new project for OM. which they, 
and hopefully ourselves, are very excited about. All I can say is 
Come and See! News, photos and videos are promised. More on 
this and other events in the next issue…

from the Women’s Auxiliary
We are sorry to have to close the WA after we have been having 
ladies together for approximately 78 years, but we felt the time 
had come to finish.
We have lost so many members over the last two years so we 
were down in numbers. Some of our mothers started the meeting 
and we thank the Lord for the blessings we received, especially  
the Rally we held every year.
We thank everyone who has helped in any way to make the 
meeting such a pleasure to be a member of.
Margaret O’Dell
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Weekday DIARY DATES
MAY 2019

 WEDS  1st   9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  2nd   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  4th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  7th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WEDS  8th    9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  9th    6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  11th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  14th  10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WEDS  15th     9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  16th    6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 FRI  17th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night 
 SAT  18th  10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  21st  10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.00pm Officers & Trustees Meeting in the Vestry 
 WEDS  22nd    9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 THURS  23rd    6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SAT  25th  10.00am Coffee Morning 

 TUES  28th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
 WEDS  29th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 SAT  31st 10.00am Coffee Morning  
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a reminder…
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for any service you 
wish to attend please don’t hesitate to speak to either the 
minister or a church leader about arranging a lift, we are 
always happy to sort something out - don’t miss out!

MAY 2019
Sundays at HIGH STREET

 
 

 SUNDAY    5th 10.45am Rev. David Baker  
    (incl. Communion)

 SUNDAY 12th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   4.00pm Messy Church!

 SUNDAY 19th 9.45am Breakfast for all

   10.45am ‘Come & See’ including visit  
    from Operation Mobilisation   
    (See Missionary Report)

 SUNDAY 26th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     6.00pm Service at Wymington 
    (Rev. Ian Fall)
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The Ascension is a hugely neglected festival, which deserves to have a 
bigger place in our church life. How do we understand it?
The Ascension tells us that Jesus is in control: ‘Jesus has gone into heaven 
and is at God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). Jesus occupies the top spot in the 
universe; the control of our world is in the safe, scarred hands of Jesus. We 
can offer Him our worship and allegiance, knowing that His plans are better 
than those of any Prime Minister or President. 
The Ascension tells us that God is committed to His world: ‘And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus’ (Ephesians 2:6). Jesus did not leave His humanity behind when 
He ascended, for we are raised with Christ to heaven. Therefore, God is 
bound to His world and we can trust Him to fulfil His purpose for our lives 
and world.
The Ascension gives us a job to do: ‘All authority in heaven and on earth  
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations’ 
(Matthew 28:18,19). God’s primary means of working in the world is now through 
us. He commissions for this task at Ascension and equips us at Pentecost. 
We are called to make disciples, starting in our workplace, family and 
community. 
‘Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which He looks with compassion on this world. 
Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are the hands 
through which He blesses all the world.’ (Teresa of Avila).

By Rev. Paul Hardingham  www.parishpump.co.uk

the truth 
of the 

Ascension

A Psalm for the month
Psalm 146 v 1 - 6
Praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord, my soul.
I will praise the Lord all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,
    in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
    on that very day their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.
He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them –
    he remains faithful for ever.

‘While He was 
blessing them, 

Jesus left them 
and was taken 

up into heaven.’ 
(Luke 24:51).
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, giving 
us all the chance to wish one another all the best on our birthdays. 

birthdays
THIS MONTH

flowers   
THIS MONTH

Many thanks to the following who kindly agreed to provide flowers and 
to Jane and Madge who arrange the rota and distribution of the flowers.

 5th ANN LAWMAN  
  (Wedding Anniversary)

12th  WENDY NEWMAN  
  (for Annabelle)

19th  KIT EYRE’S FAMILY  
  (birthday)

 26th ELSIE KEECH  
  (for mum)

During the month of March, the Hall Extension Fund received 
£322.62, comprising of £82.62 from WA Funds, £110.00 proceeds 
from the Meal at the Manse and £130.00 general donations.  
The balance now stands at £4006.62. Many thanks.
If you have any suggestions as to how we can raise funds, please do 
say. If you want to donate, envelopes are available (please make sure 
you use a HEF envelope to ensure your gift is correctly allocated) - 
donations can be gift-aided if you are able.

hall  
extension
 FUND UPDATE

10th MAISIE BLAKE

24th MARK WEEKLEY

28th JO LAMBERT

29th PHIL HEARSON, JIM KENDALL

 

Saturday 8 th June 2019 at 7.30pm  
at The Castle Theatre, Wellingborough
Northamptonshire Carers Fundraising Evening
Come and enjoy a lovely evening with a brilliant brass band and 
amazing Carers Choir with pomp and ceremony, come and wave  
a flag with us and have some fun.
Tickets £12.50 (under 16’s free) (we have 12 tickets reserved)
Please could you let Jeanette know if you would like to come with us.

last night  
of the 

proms

dates for your diary - JUNE 2019
  TUESDAY 4th 7.00pm – Prayer 
   7.30pm – Church Members Meeting
 FRIDAY 14th 2.00pm – ‘Celebrate Rushden’ Film Afternoon 
   6.00pm – Family Cinema Night 
   7.15pm – Circuit Meeting at Isham
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PUZZLE PAGE

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

As the summer approaches, so do the ants – so here’s a puzzle based on 
that. Can you solve the following clues – all one-word answers with ant as 
the last three letters. Thanks to Margaret O’Dell who suggested this puzzle 
a long time ago! Hand your answers in before the end of May and you may 
win a small prize.

Answers to last month:
1 . Abide with me; 2 . We want to see Jesus lifted high; 3 . Lead us, Heavenly Father lead us; 4 . In 
Christ alone; 5 . Come let us sing of a wonderful love; 6 . Light of the world; 7 . Wonderful grace; 8 
. O Jesus I have promised; 9 . Be still for the presence of the Lord; 10 . Bless the Lord O my soul; 
11 . Here is love vast as the ocean; 12 . Angel voices ever singing; 13 . Come people of the risen 

 1. A wandering ant
 2. A floating ant
 3.  A plentiful ant
 4.  A graceful ant
 5.  A needy ant
 6.  An enormous ant (could be two!)
 7.  A waiting ant
 8.  An unknowing ant
 9.  A helpful ant
 10.  A young ant
 11.  An unceasing ant
 12.  A residential ant
 13.  A joyous ant
 14.  A shining ant
 15.  A talkative ant
 16.  A hanging ant
 17. A gasping ant
 18. A pleasing ant
 19. A domestic ant
 20. A bestowing ant


