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It’s the time of year again when we are leading up to what has 
become known as ‘Holy Week’, incorporating of course Good 
Friday and culminating in Easter Day. 
I guess though that once again commercialism will take over and 
the reason for the celebrations will be pushed ever closer to the 
margins. I really don’t want to bang the same drum again, but it 
does seem that more and more we move away from the Christian 
celebration of Easter. If we do not remember the passion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on Good Friday and then the most joyous occasion 
of His resurrection, what do we have apart from chocolate and 
hot cross buns? Even they are changing – you can see the article 
inside about ‘Easter’ eggs and I read of somewhere where the cross 
had been removed from the buns! I guess you’d have to ask for  
‘Hot buns’. 
Easter without Jesus at the centre has a very hollow ring to it.  
The heart is torn away and the message is lost. Paul wrote this to 
the church at Corinth: ‘I passed on to you what I received, which 
is of the greatest importance: that Christ died for our sins …. that  
he was buried and that he was raised to life three days later’  
(1 Corinthians 15 v 3, 4 GNB). It is still of the greatest importance, and still 
vital that we pass it on. The reason why that is so is included in the 
verse itself …. ‘Christ died for our sins’ …. everyone needs to hear 
and we need to share this good news. We’ll be reading about it, 
singing about it and I’ll be preaching about it. Hope you’re looking 
forward to it as much as I am!
Have a very ‘Happy Easter’. I do hope that you will join with us as 
we celebrate – details of our events and services are inside.
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the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

don’t forget to thank God…
We decided to reprint this story because its message is 
timeless. ‘They huddled inside the storm door - two children 
in ragged, oversized coats. “Any old papers, lady?” I was busy. 
I wanted to say no - until I saw their feet. Little sandals sopped 
with sleet. “Come in and I’ll make you some hot cocoa.” 
There was no conversation. Their soggy sandals left marks on 
the hearthstone. I served them cocoa with toast and jam to fortify 
them against the chill outside. Then I went back to the kitchen 
to work on my household budget. The silence in the front room 
struck through me. I looked in. The little girl held the empty cup in 
her hands and looked at it. The boy asked, “Lady, are you rich?” I 
looked at my shabby slipcovers. “Am I rich? Mercy, no!”
The girl put the cup in its saucer - carefully. “Your cups match your 
saucers.” Her voice was old with a hunger not of the stomach. 
They then left, holding their bundles of paper against the wind. 
They hadn’t said thank you. They didn’t need to - they’d done 
more than that. Much more. Plain blue pottery cups and saucers, 
but they matched. Potatoes in brown gravy; a roof over our heads; 
my man with a good steady job - these things matched, too. I 
moved the chairs back from the fire and tidied the living room. 
The muddy prints of small sandals were still wet on my hearth. I 
let them be. I want them there in case I ever forget how rich I am!’ 
The word for you today is: don’t forget to thank God.

‘When you 
have eaten and 

are satisfied, 
praise the Lord  

your God’ 
Deuteronomy 8:10 NIV  

(2011 edition)

 sunday  26th February ............................. £341.51
 sunday 5th  MarCh .................................. £443.50
 sunday 12th MarCh .................................. £305.52
 sunday 19th MarCh .................................. £357.30

church  
offerings In addition, the sum of £1450 was paid direct into the bank 

in February. If you would like to give in this way, please see 
Richard Weekley. Thank you.
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Come and join us on  

Sunday 11th April, 4.00pm 
Crafts, chat, sketch, refreshments, short talk  

and more! This is suitable for all ages  
– if you’ve not been before, why not give it a try?  

Invite family and friends – it’s church in a  
different, more informal way. 

2
nd
sunday

2
nd
sunday

Easter
activities

Wednesday  12th April
 7.30pm Informal Communion at the Manse.  
  This is for everyone – please join us if you can.

Good Friday 14th April
 10.45am Open-Air Service in the High Street 
  (meet from 10.00am at the Salvation Army)

 2.00pm Family Craft Afternoon in the Hall

easter day 16th April
 9.00am Communion Service
 9.45am Breakfast  for all - see Jeanette for details
 10.30am Easter Day Celebration

easter Monday 17th April
A walk in the afternoon – details to come
followed by tea and cakes at David & Madge’s

Next time you are out shopping, have a look at the Easter Eggs on 
sale. How many of them actually mention Easter? 
It seems that many of the best-known brands have quietly dropped 
any reference to the Christian festival, and now sell Easter products 
labelled simply as ‘chocolate egg’ or even ‘egg’.
David Marshall of The Meaningful Chocolate Company says ‘A lot of 
businesses, quite often, are not comfortable with the religious aspect 
of the festival.’

Easter Eggs  
are losing  

their ‘Easter’
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 tues  4th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  5th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Fri 7th   6.00pm Family Cinema Evening ‘The Jungle Book’
 sat 8th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  11th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  12th   2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place – All welcome
     7.30pm Informal Communion for all at the Manse
 thurs  13th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Easter Songs of Praise
 Fri 14th 10.45am Good Friday Outdoor Service  
    (meet at the Salvation Army from 10.00am)
     2.00pm Good Friday Family Crafts
 sat 15th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 Mon 17th   2.00pm Easter Monday Walk & Social (see details)
 tues  18th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 Weds 19th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  20th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 Fri 21st   7.30pm Circuit Prayer Evening
 sat  22nd 10.00am Coffee Morning

 tues  25th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  26th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  27th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Graham Kinnersley
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 sat  29th 10.00am Coffee Morning

weekday diary dates
april 2017 Weds 1st   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 

     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 tues  4th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  5th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Fri 7th   6.00pm Family Cinema Evening ‘The Jungle Book’
 sat 8th 10.00am Coffee Morning
 tues  11th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  12th   2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place – All welcome
     7.30pm Informal Communion for all at the Manse
 thurs  13th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary –
 Fri 14th 10.45am Good Friday Outdoor Service  
    (meet at the Salvation Army from 10.00am)
     2.00pm Good Friday Family Crafts
 sat 15th 10.00am Coffee Morning
 Mon 17th   2.00pm Easter Monday Walk & Social (see details)
 tues  18th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 Weds 19th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  20th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 Fri 21st   7.30am Circuit Prayer Evening
 sat  22nd 10.00am Coffee Morning
 tues  25th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 Weds  26th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 thurs  27th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary –
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 sat  29th 10.00am Coffee Morning
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sunday diary dates
april 2017

 
 sunday    2nd 10.45am Mr. Richard Keech  
    (incl. Communion)

   6.00pm Home Meeting - All welcome!

 sunday 9th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday! 

 sunday 16th 9.00am Communion Service  
    – Mr. Richard Keech

     9.45am Breakfast for all

   10.30am Easter Service (informal)  
    – Rev. Phil Hearson

 sunday 23rd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   6.00pm Service at Wymington  
    – Rev. Peter Norton

 sunday 30th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson
   6.00pm Prayer Fellowship

Easter Day



20176

This month - rather later than usual - we remember the events of 
Good Friday and celebrate the glory of Easter. The injustice and 
cruelty of the former and the hope and assurance of the latter 
may help us to make sense of the conflicting and often disturbing 
events taking place in our world. 
On Good Friday, the most honest, generous and open person who 
ever lived was cruelly executed. Around the cross stood His mother, 
and a few close friends and family. Beyond them, a crowd jeered. 
The soldiers went about their grim task. Even the sky was dark. 
Yet in the gloom there was hope. Jesus forgave those who were 
killing him: ‘they don’t know what they’re doing’.  He asked His best 
friend to look after his mother. A criminal who was being executed 
alongside Jesus had a change of heart and asked Him to ‘remember 
me when you come into your kingdom’ - and received the most 
wonderful promise of paradise today.  Even the Roman centurion, 
who had stood watching the condemned man die, testified that 
‘surely this man was the Son of God’.
In other words, at the darkest time there was light, a Light which 
blazed out on Easter morning. Isn’t that paradox – the truth that even 
in the worst moment there are signs of hope – the deep message 
of Easter? We are made in God’s image. We are precious to God. 
But we are fallen, flawed, lost. Those two truths are right there in 
the story of Good Friday and Easter. And which one wins? No prizes  
for guessing…                                      

By: Canon David Winter   Source: Parish Pump

THE WAY  
I SEE IT: 

The  
Easter  

Paradox

On Sunday 16th August 1987, Northwest Airlines flight 225 crashed just 
after take-off from Detroit Airport. 155 people were killed, one survived: 
a four year old named Cecelia. News accounts say when rescuers found 
her they did not believe she had been on the plane. Investigators first 
assumed Cecelia had been a passenger in one of the cars on the highway 
onto which the airliner crashed, but when the passenger register for the 
flight was checked, there was Cecelia’s name.
Cecelia survived because, as the plane was falling, her mother, Paula 
Chican, unbuckled her own seat belt, got down on her knees in front 
of her daughter, wrapped her arms and body around Cecelia, and then 
would not let her go.
Nothing could separate that child from her parent’s love – not tragedy 
or disaster, not the fall or the flames that followed, not height nor depth, 
not life nor death. Such is the love of our Saviour for us. He left heaven, 
lowered himself to us, and covered us with the sacrifice of his own 
body to save us.

Source: A Box of Delights, J. John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books

sacrifice
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

flowers   
this month

 2nd - Margaret Randall 
   (Golden Wedding anniversary)

 9th - Vacant 
 16th - WA

 23rd - Ann Lawman 
   (Wedding Anniversary)

 30th - Sue Manton (for Mum) 

Thanks to those who provide the flowers and also to Jill and Madge 
who arrange the rota. Don’t forget please that if you are able to 
distribute the flowers you have brought, that will be most helpful

 2nd - andreW Porter

dates for your diary - may 2017
Monday  1st – Family Fun Day 
thursday  11th – Council of Churches Meeting at  
   Highfield Baptist Church (7.30pm)
tuesday  23rd  – Officers & Trustees Meeting (7.00pm)

I was standing in line at the bank when there was a commotion at the 
counter. A woman was very distressed, exclaiming,  ‘Where will I put 
my money?! I have all my money and my mortgage here!! What will 
happen to my mortgage?!  You can’t do this to us!’
It turned out that she had misunderstood a small sign on the counter.
The sign read:  WE WILL BE CLOSED FOR GOOD FRIDAY.

siGns you are GettinG oLd…
You forget names but it doesn’t matter because other people forget they 
even know you.
You sleep better in a comfy chair in front of a blaring TV that you do in bed.
You read seventy pages into a book before you realise you’ve read it before.
Your kids are becoming you and you don’t like them. But your grandchildren 
are perfect.
Everybody around you seems to whisper.
You have a better chance of losing your keys than losing weight.

to make 
you smile!
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

Here’s a geography puzzle. Can you work out the following countries 
which have all had their vowels removed. Hand your answers to the 
Minister before 29th April and you my win a small prize.  
 1.  GRC
 2.  CLND
 3.  SRRLN
 4.  SNGL
 5.  TRKY
 6.  GND
 7.  NPL
 8.  JMC
 9.  MRCC
 10.  CDR
 11.  CND
 12.  NDRR
 13.  HT
 14.  LBNN
 15.  QTR
 16.  STR
 17.  BLGR
 18.  STN
 19.  SDN
 20.  MXC

Answers to last time: 
1. Canterbury Bells;   2. Marigold;   3. Sweet William;   4. Primrose;   5. Forget-Me-Not;   
6. London Pride;   7. Snap Dragon;   8. Rose;   9. Iris;   10. Violet;   11. Busy Lizzie;  
12. Snowdrop;   13. Love in a Mist;   14. Cowslip;   15. Wallflower;   16. Amazon Lily;   
17. Carnation;   18. Cornflower;   19. Daisy;   20. Poppy

GRC
CLND
SRRLN
SNGL
TRKY
GND
NPL
JMC
MRCC
CDR
CND
NDRR
HT
LBNN
QTR
STR
BLGR
STN
SDN
MXC


