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Once again, another year has come around with the obvious comments 
being made of how time flies, where did the last year go etc. For all of 
us, the year which has now passed held different things. For many in 
the church it was a year of health problems and for some they continue. 
Some changed employment, others are perhaps looking to retirement 
(not me at present, but it’s not that far off now!). There were joys 
including the birth of two babies within our church fellowship and there 
were sadnesses. Now the old year has gone and a new one has come. 
The 2017 diary has been put away and the 2018 has empty pages – 
soon to be filled with a variety of yet unknown events.
My mind though was turned to a passage from the Bible, part of which is 
printed inside this newsletter – from Philippians chapter 3. There, Paul has 
looked back to his old life before he met Jesus, a life where it seemed that 
he had everything going for him – and every reason to have confidence; 
his Jewish heritage, his zeal in persecuting the early church, his legalistic 
righteousness which was faultless.
Yet now, everything has changed – the new has come. Everything he says 
is a loss, even ‘rubbish’ compared to knowing Christ as his Lord. His desire 
is ‘to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from 
the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one way or 
another I will experience the resurrection from the dead’. If I was to make 
a New Year resolution, those words in one way would make a pretty good 
one! Yet, I feel that we shouldn’t be making words like that our own just 
because it’s the New Year – but because that is the desire of our heart 
24/7 for 365 days.
Paul acknowledges that he hasn’t got there yet – but he’s going to forget 
what’s behind and press on to the goal to win the prize which God has 
called him to. I’m going to try to do the same – are you willing to join me?
I do hope that you have a blessed New Year, whatever lies ahead.

…and into the new year!
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Farmer Brown lived during the Great Depression, and he was 
having trouble keeping up the mortgage payments on his 
farm. Eventually the bank gave him thirty days to catch up 
on his back payments or face foreclosure. Then something 
wonderful happened. A man from an oil company showed up 
on his doorstep, asking for a lease to drill for oil on his land. 
Since he was going to lose the farm anyway, Farmer Brown 
decided that it couldn’t hurt. Well, that oil company drilled 
and hit a gusher - 82,000 barrels of oil a day. Immediately 
Farmer Brown became a millionaire many times over.
Now, here’s the question - when did he become a millionaire? 
Was it when oil was discovered on his farm, or when he 
first bought the land? He was a millionaire the moment he 
purchased the farm, but he lived in poverty because he didn’t 
know what was under his feet and within his reach. The Bible 
says God ‘has blessed us with every spiritual blessing’. Some 
people think the only thing God will do for you is bless you with 
salvation, then He lets you struggle through the rest of life until 
you get to heaven. As long as you believe that, you’re living 
in your own spiritual version of the Great Depression. You’re 
living spiritually poor, spiritually weak, and spiritually deprived 
because you don’t know what’s available to you in Christ or 
how to access it and appropriate it in your life.
Refuse to live that way. Instead, read your Bible and begin to 
claim God’s promises in every area of your life.

 SUNDAY 26th NOVEMBER ........................ £315.42
 SUNDAY 3rd DECEMBER ........................ £313.70
 SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER ...........................£97.00
 SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER ........................ £522.52
 SUNDAY 24th DECEMBER ........................ £240.80
 SUNDAY 31st DECEMBER ........................ £262.00church  

offerings
In addition, the sum of £1040 is currently paid direct into the bank 
each month. If you would like to give in this way, please speak to 
Richard Weekley. Thank you.

blessed in ‘every’ area of life…

‘God...has 
blessed us 
with every 

spiritual 
blessing.’
Ephesians 1:3 NKJV
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WEDNESDAY 10th  –  South End Infant School 
MONDAY 15th  –  Whitefriars Primary School

WEDNESDAY 31st  –  South End Infant School (Anne leading)

the minister’s school assemblies 
this january (for your prayers please)

bible verses for the new year…
I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the 
dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one way or another 
I will experience the resurrection from the dead. I don’t mean to say that I have 
already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press 
on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear 
brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting 
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the 
race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.
Philippians 3 v 10 – 14

I hope everyone has had an enjoyable Christmas - plenty to talk about 
with the changeable weather! 
Last year we sent the Christmas Card money to the London City Mission 
but we ‘shopped early’ this year and sent £100 for their work amongst 
the homeless, particularly at Christmas. 
This year the £30 that has been received to date for the Christmas Cards 
will be passed on to the chosen charity: Siloam Christian Ministries, who 
are providing food parcels in Portugal. A gift of £100 is winging it’s way 
there. Don’t worry, the appeal lasts until February. 
The WRU Missionary Box total was £186.74, thanks to all those who 
have given in this way. £200 has been sent, I’m still awaiting a promised 
update on this year’s project. 
In 2017 the percentage of the Church offering amounted to £1451.05 
for the financial year (£27.90 per week). There was also additional giving 
from the Wednesday Group totalling £297.73, plus the £426 given to 
WaterAid at Harvest. So when all is calculated (the missionary boxes 
were too late for this year’s accounts) we are on a par with the previous 
year. 
Coming up we have the annual Leprosy Mission Day on the last Sunday 
in January, envelopes will be on the back table for donations. 
Can I offer a massive thank you on behalf of the Church, all the causes 
we have supported, and myself for giving both financially and prayerfully 
throughout 2017. The work continues into the new year! 

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary
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weekday diary dates
january 2018

 TUES 2nd 10.00am Prayer Meeting
 WEDS  3rd   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS 4th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Youth Club
 FRI  5th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night – Beauty and the Beast
 SAT  6th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES 9th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  10th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  11th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Youth Club
 SAT  13th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  16th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  17th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  18th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Youth Club
 SAT  20th 10.00am Church Members AGM
   10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  23rd 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 WEDS  24th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  25th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Youth Club
 SAT  27th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  30th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  31st   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road

4
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a reminder…
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for any service you 
wish to attend please don’t hesitate to speak to either the 
minister or a church leader about arranging a lift, we are 
always happy to sort something out - don’t miss out!

january 2018
sundays at high street

 
 

 SUNDAY    7th 10.45am Rev, Phil Hearson  
    (including Covenant Service)

   6.00pm Home Meeting

 SUNDAY 14th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   4.00pm 2nd Sunday!

 SUNDAY 21st 10.45am Rev. Rachel Hawkins  
    (Council of Churches  
    Preacher Exchange)

     6.00pm Communion Service

 SUNDAY 28th 10.45am Mr. Richard Keech

     5.30pm Service at the Mission Church  
     (Rev. Michael Alderson)
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God’s  
new  

year’s 
honours 

list

We are all familiar with the Queen’s New Year’s honours list, 
celebrating those who have made a significant contribution 
to public life. In 2017 famous names included Andy Murray,  
Mo Farah, Ken Dodd, Patricia Routledge, Angela Rippon and 
Victoria Beckham. However, what would God’s New Year’s honours 
list look like? In 1 Sam. 2:30 God says, ‘Those who honour me I 
will honour’. In this New Year, how can we honour God in our lives?
Honouring God means giving Him reverence, submission, and 
obedience; the complete surrender of our entire lives to His glory 
and loving service: ‘in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper 
worship.’ (Romans 12:1).  
So, we might honour God this year in five key areas:
My Time:  How can I use my time to glorify God (Colossians 4:5)?                                                                                                                                            
My Gifts:  How am I using my God-given gifts and abilities  
 in His service (Matthew 25:14-30)?                                                                                    
My Body:  In what ways do I honour God in my body  
 (1 Corinthians 6:18-20)?                                                                                                  
My Treasure:  Who is in charge of my finances (Matthew 6:24)?                                                                                                                  
My Heart:  How do I honour God not just outwardly, but from  
 my heart: ‘These people come near to me with their  
 mouth and honour me with their lips, but their hearts  
 are far from me’ (Isaiah 29:13)?
Here’s a challenge for 2018: When we wake up each day, let’s ask 
God: ‘How can I honour you today? Please help me to honour you with 
the time, gifts, body, finance, and heart that you have given me.’ Jesus 
Christ gave His life for us, and promises to give us the Holy Spirit to 
help us to serve Him. ‘When the worship is over, let the service begin.’

By Rev. Paul Hardingham   www.parishpump.co.uk

A prayer meeting has been arranged at Rushden Lakes for all the 
churches to come jointly to seek God’s direction and blessings on 
Rushden and Higham.
Tuesday 9th January at Rushden Lakes Community Room 
between 6 and 9.30pm
Come for the whole time, or any part of it, come when you can and 
leave when you need to.

an  
invitation  
to prayer

Lord of all, Creator of all, please shine your light into this dark world. 
Reveal yourself afresh we pray. Bring new sight and understanding to 
eyes blinded by commercialism, materialism, self-seeking and cynicism. 
At the start of this New Year, Lord, soften hearts and give wisdom, so 
that many will search and find you, just as the wise men searched and 
found you. 
And for we who already know and love you, Lord, shine on us that we 
might reflect your light and make a difference, day by day.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen.

Prayer at 
Epiphany
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it would 
be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all the best 
on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

dates for your diary - february 2018
 MONDAY 19th Officers and Trustees Meeting in the Vestry (7.00pm)

flowers   
this month

Thanks to the following who have agreed to supply flowers for the 
church, and to Jill and Madge who have arranged the rota.

 7th  -  Elizabeth Alderson
 14th  -  Madge Trusler

 21st  -  Caroline Findlay-Line  
   (for dad)

 28th  -  Vacant

 21st - JASMINE MADDAMS

If you have anything you’d like to put in future editions  
of inTouch then please pass it to Phil or Colin. 

inTouch  
articles

My 
Christmas 

Wish 
update

Mark Weekley and I had a great morning at the Full Gospel Church 
on 9th December when we helped to give out all the brilliant gifts 
that the kind people of Rushden (and of our Church) had donated 
to this annual Toy Appeal. We had a fantastic assortment of toys 
for children of all ages plus lots of baby equipment, clothes and 
bedding.
Throughout the morning we had a steady stream of referred families 
coming in to choose their gifts. We welcomed 51 families representing 
101 children. One particular Mum chose toys that she knew were on 
her children’s letter to Father Christmas that she couldn’t afford, she 
had a few tears and gave us a big hug. This was a great event to be 
part of. It is so lovely to think of giving to others at this time of year 
and not just thinking about we are going to receive. So a big thank 
you to you all, same time and place in December 2018. 
Jeanette Maddams
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

This month it’s a word search – all you need to do is find 15 names 
which are in the Bible. Hand your answers in before 28th January  
and you may win a small prize.

Answers to last month:   1. Angels from the realms of glory;   2. Santa baby;  
3. In the bleak midwinter;   4. It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas;   5. Do you hear  
what I hear;   6. Happy Christmas (War is over);   7. On Christmas night all Christians sing;    
8. Frosty the snowman;   9. See Him lying on a bed of straw;   10. Last Christmas;  
11. The most wonderful time of the year;   12. God rest ye merry gentlemen;   13. What 
Christmas means to me;   14. It came upon the midnight clear;   15. Jingle bell rock;  
16. Santa Claus is coming to town;   17. I wish it could be Christmas everyday;  
18. We three kings;   19. The Christmas song;   20. Come and join the celebration


